
Splitting Hives 



Considerations: 
Strength of hive 
Queen and/or drone availability 
Weather 
 
Early in the season you can have a 
larger split with a faster recovery. 
 
If you use a bred queen there will 
be brood emerging in 30 days.  
Having the bees make a queen 
brood starts emerging 50 days 
after the split.  
This can be the difference of 1200 
bees a day X 20 days = 24000 bees 
which is close to 3 pounds. 



The Queen 
 

Prevent swarming take the old queen 
Let parent hive make a new queen, your old queen is a good back up 
Requeen the parent hive with a bred queen 
A walk away split 

A bred queen lays around 1,200 eggs a day after being installed and 
reaching full egg production.  Bred Queen 28 days to emerged brood 
Egg to Queen 49 days for emerged brood  
49 - 28 = 21 extra days of laying eggs when using a bred queen in your nuc  
21 days X 1,200 eggs = 25,000 bees. 
A 3 lb. package of bees has about 12,000 bees 
 

Your choice of how you requeen effects the growth of the hive. 
 

You may choose to change the race of your bees when requeening.  
There is a lower acceptance of Russian queens in non-Russian colonies. 



Timing: Why are you splitting?  
Increase 
Prevent swarming  
To over winter, cover losses 

Spring or after the summer solstice? 



The box 

Standard wooden Styrofoam 



Two hives, 9 frames on each side 

With a queen excluder the bees can share a honey super. 



Drawn Frame 

Honey/Pollen  

Worker Brood different ages 

Worker larvae with eggs  

Honey 

Honey/Pollen  

Drone Brood Worker Mix  

Worker Brood all eggs 

Drone Brood with other resources 

Worker Brood capped 

What you see in the hive your going to split.  



Honey and pollen  

Empty Drawn Frame  

Young Worker Brood with eggs  

Worker Brood  - Capped 

Foundation  

For each frame of brood moved, there is @ half pound of adult nurse 
bees on the comb. The key is to use nurse bees, not foragers. Also 
add a few good shakes of bees. If the box is staying in the yard with 
the parent hive crowd the box to make up for the foragers that fly.  
Put the nuc on a different hive stand away from the parent hive. If 
ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀ ƴŜǿ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ŎǊƻǿŘ ǘƘŜ ōƻȄ ōǳǘ ƳŀƪŜ 
sure there are enough bees to keep the brood warm. AND FEED 

When moving the old queen with the split. 



Honey 

Honey/Pollen  

Worker Brood all eggs 

Drone Brood/ with other resources  

Drone Brood Worker Mix  

Worker Brood different ages 

What is in the parent hive after splitting. 



Honey 

Honey/Pollen  

Worker Larvae with eggs  

Worker Brood all eggs 

Drone Brood/ with other resources  

Drone Brood Worker Mix  

Foundation  

Foundation  

Foundation  

Foundation  

Adding foundation, the bees will draw frames next to brood quickly. You can 
manipulate the frames as they work them to get them all drawn. Separate 
the brood as little as possible. 

Drawing Foundation 
goes best with 
Å 8 ï 11 day old bees 
ÅWarm weather 
Å A nectar flow or 

feeding 1:1 syrup 
Å Darkness in the hive 



Worker Larvae with eggs  

Honey 

Honey/Pollen  

Worker Brood capped 

Drone Brood Worker Mix  

Foundation  

Walk away split, no queen  

When raising a queen they need a balance which means some drone brood. 
They need a lot of young bees, eggs to make the queen from and plenty of food.  
I like to give 1 frame of foundation because it is a growing hive,  growing hives 
like to make wax. 
Always feed when you want the bees to raise a queen. 



If the beekeeper assembles a nucleus that contains primarily 
sealed worker brood, and little open brood (eggs and larvae). 
This affects the colony age distribution in the nuc and parent 
colonies as they develop, and is not recommended. 
 

TIPS: 
The summer before the nucs are made have your bees draw 
combs to use in making increase the next spring. 
 

Have surplus combs filled with honey and pollen. Set aside a 
frame of honey for every nucleus you plan to make. 
 

Having these extra frames means you take less resources from 
the hive in the spring so they recover faster from the split. 
 

Leave the nuc alone for two weeks, then check the laying 
pattern. As long as there is open brood pheromones you will not 
have a laying worker problem. 
 

FEED and give protein, especially if there is a long rainy spell 
 

Be prepared to give more room, timing depends on queen 
introduction. 



Mother queen ɬ Time for brood emergence is 21 days. The nucleus colony 
receives the queen from the parent hive, and there is no interruption in 
egg laying. 
 
Laying queen ɬ Time for brood emergence is 28 days. A purchased or 
raised queen of your own introduced into the nuc. Allow seven days for 
her to be released and start laying add 21 days for her first adult daughter 
workers to emerge. This is 28 days. 
 
Virgin queen ɬ Time for brood emergence is 31 days. Allowing 
10 days for release from an introduction cage and mating and 21 days for 
first brood emergence. 
 
Queen cell ɬ Time for brood emergence is 37 days.  When you put a 
ÔÈÛÜÙÌɯÖÙɯɁÙÐ×ÌɂɯØÜÌÌÕɯÊÌÓÓɯÐÕÛÖɯÔÈÛÐÕÎɯÕÜÊÓÌÐȭɯɯ ÓÓÖÞɯƕƚɯËÈàÚɯÍÖÙɯÈɯÙÐ×Ìɯ
queen pupa to emerge, mate and start laying, plus 21 days for the first 
worker bees. This is a total of 37 days for first emergence. 
 
Queen raised from brood ɬ Time for brood emergence is 49 days. 
There is a full seven-week delay when you expect a colony to raise its own 
queen. This may provide good Varroa control by providing a break in the 
brood rearing, but it is very costly in terms of lost buildup. In the north 
not recommended for summer made nucs. 



Things that help 
A marked queen 
The race, big golden queens are easy to see 
What is on the frame, eggs, capped brood 
A place to put frames you have searched,  
having empty hive bodies for frames is a huge 
help 
Extra eyes are good, divide and concur 
Do it on a day when all the field bees are out 
How many boxes is how many frames 
Is it your lucky day? 

Finding the queen 


